Microscopical section of the right adrenal shows no derangement of general structure, though there is some separation of the cortical cells. The condition appears to be a simple hyperplasia of the whole gland. Section of the right ovary shows the normal appearance of the infantile ovary. Section of the right kidney shows considerable congestion in the pyramidal region, with some hyaline degeneration of the tubules. Comment.-From the type of gonad, the subject must be regarded as a female having undergone masculinization from hyperactivity of the adrenal glands; these are obviously hyperplastic. The conversion of the clitoris into a penis and the labia into a scrotum is singularly complete. Thus, the urethral orifice is situated at the base of the glans, and not at the base of the penis as occurs in the less complete cases. That the condition was operative during intra-uterine life is shown by the male character of the external genitalia at birth.
Specimen from Case of Suprarenal Hamorrhage following Breech Delivery. R. W. B. ELLIS, M.D. (by permission of Dr. HUGH THURSFIELD).
Clinical history.-Full term, after normal pregnancy. First child. Breech delivery, taking one and a half hours. Convulsive twitchings of face began a few minutes after birth. Infant admitted to hospital 7.11.33, aged 7 hours. At this time, the infant was moderately cyanosed, with irregular feeble respiration and recurrent twitchings of face; right thigh and foot swollen and blue. Spasticity of both lower limbs and of left arm. Died, with respiratory failure, twenty-four hours after admission.
Post-mortem examination showed an area 3 cm. diameter of subperiosteal hamorrhage on surface of left parietal bone, and a very extensive right-sided tentorial tear, the whole of the right margin of the tentorium being separated from its attachment. Large mass of dark blood-clot (5 cm. diam.) immediately above and posterior to the cerebellum, and several drachms of dark fluid blood in posterior cranial fossa; blood-stained cerebrospinal fluid in ventricles. Contusion of adductor and flexor muscles of right thigh. Both lungs engorged, with scattered patches of atelectasis throughout, principally right and left bases.
Bilateral suprarenal hemmorrhage following breech delivery.
Specimen.-Large area of hsemorrhage (1-5 by 2 cm.) seen involving the lower half of the anterior surface of the right suprarenal, which latter measures 3 cm. by 3.5 cm. The upper pole has been removed for section, and the hbemorrhage is here seen to extend throughout the medullary region. There is a smaller area of haemorrhage (0.5 by 2 cm.) seen on the anterior surface of the left suprarenal. The Ivy C., aged 35, was sent by her doctor to the Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, in November 1932, complaining chiefly of dull pain in chest and legs, and some shortness of breath on exertion. No past illness. One healthy child born fourteen years ago. In 1929, menstruation, which had always been regular, ceased.
Until about two years ago had been slim, but since then had grown stouter; face and body had become dusky red, with some dryness of skin. In 1931 she noticed that though hair of scalp was falling out, hair had begun to grow on the
